Librarians advocating in communities
Abigail: The first question I have is, since librarians sometimes tend to think of libraries as the center of the universe, what is the greater landscape that we should be considering?
George: A great question. It's my perception that librarians need to reach out more to their communities. I think they see themselves as public servants rather than as advocates who should pound the table trying to persuade people.
Nan: But librarians must be doing something right. They've been so successful at getting support locally for their libraries.
George: Absolutely! All four libraries levies just passed in the May election. A substantial part of the public reveres their libraries. When a person goes to a public library, he or she gets first-class treatment, all the help he could possibly want.
But I see precious little outreach. I don't see librarians out meeting with neighborhood associations, for example. Neighborhood associations meet regularly, and they're always looking for speakers. What if the library director made a date to go speak to a neighborhood association once a year to explain new programs, new books, all that you do. OLA is asking all the public library directors to invite legislators to take part in summer reading to children, at a busy time of day, to show how many people still use libraries.
George: Hallelujah! Nan: It's important to show Ready to Read at work, but also to show libraries as busy places to counter that "too many libraries" buzz.
George: How does it look for the next session?
Nan:
Okay for now, but with the slow recovery of the economy and budget cuts, you never know.
Abigail: That's why getting our legislators into the libraries this summer is critical.
Nan: Exactly! I should mention that our event at the Capitol every session is a great advocacy event. Legislators come and choose donated children's books for a school or public library of their choice. Other organizations envy us because so many legislators come. They love choosing children's books.
Children as library advocates
Abigail: It often comes down to people using libraries as a child or their children using libraries.
Nan: I hear that all the time from legislators and other people: how thrilled their children are about going to the library and finding books, even with computers at home! George: Toddlers coming in and getting books … that's money in the bank for libraries! Nan: I have an anecdote about how children can be great advocates for libraries. Back in the '90s, we were fighting a bill in the Legislature to mandate filters on public library computers. Our argument was that the decision should be made at the local level. But it was an uphill fight in committee.
At a hearing, a group of school children came in on tour, just to watch and listen. They were around 11. One legislator said, "I've heard these filters aren't very effective. I'd like to ask these children, do you think you could break through these filters?"
The children were great! They said, "We could do it in two or three minutes!" It was a turning point for our success in killing the bill. It was totally unplanned, but it showed what great advocates children can be.
Abigail: I remember being at a budget hearing and a Boy Scout stood up in his uniform.
He talked about the library, how important it was to him and how he'd been going there since he was two. No one is going to argue with a Boy Scout! It ended up on the front page of the paper with a photo.
George: That's what's been happening here in Salem. City government warned people weeks ago they were facing a terrible shortfall, millions of dollars. They scheduled half a dozen budget hearings around town. Citizens showed up and brought their kids to testify. It works! The library cuts have been reversed. Nan: B.J. at Salem Public has a wonderful idea for the project this summer, bringing legislators to read to children. She's going to have it part of their program to have note paper and crayons for children to write thank you notes to the legislators who read to them.
Abigail: You're going to see those thank you notes on legislators' walls! 
